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Dedication ceremonies for the new school addition took place in April, 2019 with dignitaries 
and the villagers turning out to help and to celebrate 

The new school room for the upper grades. As students advanced, additional grade levels were 
needed. This is the Middle School classroom with girls on one side and boys on the other 
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Can You Imagine?

Going Where 
Others Cannot or 
Will Not Go

It started with a love 
for his own country—
Bangladesh—and the 
compassion to give back 
some of the blessings he 
had been given when he 
left it for America many 
years ago.

Richard Sarker, Conscience 
International Program 
Director for Bangladesh, 
has been advocating to 
bring his native village 
of Shambhuganj out of 
poverty and into the 21st 
century with community 
development, women’s 
empowerment, and 
educational programs for 
children, widows, and 
families who have nothing 
of material value but do have 
a willingness to participate 
in building their own future. 

BANGLADESH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA
From 85 grade school children in the school built by Conscience International seven 
years ago, to today’s roster of 240 students, Shambhuganj, Bangladesh has its first fully 
functioning educational system in one of the poorest villages in the country. With each 
passing year, more grade levels have been added and in April, a second building was 
dedicated to relieve the over-crowding and to facilitate what is expected to be at least 
300 students by the next school term. 
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In 2012, Conscience 
International supported 
an idea—what if someone 
donated land and built a 
school so children in one 
of the poorest areas of 
Bangladesh could get an 
education and a head start 
out of poverty. And someone 
did. Richard Sarker’s family 
donated the land and 
Conscience International set 
about to build a school for 
the first four grades.

Classes had hardly begun 
when word spread and more 
children—of all ages-- 
were begging to learn. 

Soon the classroom was 
bulging with learners, but 
still they came and a second 
shift was needed, but that 
too became overwhelming. 
And what about upper grade 
classes as school children 
advanced year to year?

The quality of the teaching 
and the cooperation and 
hands-on participation 
of school parents and the 
entire village has, in just 
seven years, made this 
village school a recognized 
stand-out. 

In April, 2019 Conscience 
International was there for 
the dedication of its second 
school building, the first- 
ever two-story structure to 
be built in the village. 

It Took One 
Idea—And A 
Village That 
Cared

But the Story Does Not End Here
The school is still operating on two shifts because there are no funds for more desks and 
chairs. And the hot meal program started by Conscience International in 2016 with grants 
from churches and donations from individuals cannot continue without additional fund-
ing. Feeding hungry children is just as critical as feeding young, eager to learn minds, and 
the school operates on a 12-month program. With expansion and increased enrollment 
comes added expense. Will you help us continue this program? 

VIP Arrives by 
Helicopter

Dr. Professor Hosne 
Ara Begum, Founder of 
TMSS-- an organization 
dedicated to alleviating 
poverty and promoting 
education, was so 
impressed by the 
school that she flew in 
by helicopter to take 
part in the dedication 
festivities—another first 
for the village. 

From a one room school in 2012 to an additional two-story classroom building with indoor 
restrooms, a kitchen, teacher’s lounge, and a visitors bedroom. Built by local labor for job 
creation. 



BANGLADESH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA Summer 2019 3

NEVER A 
BANDAID,  
BUT A CURE
We’re in 
Bangladesh to 
Stay

Conscience International 
has founded several 
community development 
projects in Bangladesh 
and they will continue 
as long as funds become 
available.

We have trained more than 
250 women to become 
skilled seamstresses and 
many of them now own 
home-based tailoring 
businesses or have been 
employed in the nearby 
garment industry. 
Conscience International 
provided sewing machines 
as Christmas gifts.

To help widows earn 
income to support their 
families, we have provided 
goats for them to raise. 
Many have been able to 
multiply the flock, sell 
milk and meat and produce 
significant income to 
sustain themselves.

A new program—
gardening—is in process 
that will enable villagers to 
grow their own vegetables 
as well as provide some 
of their produce for the 
school hot-meal program. A 
boundary wall is being built 
to protect the crops from 
goats and cows. Papaya 
trees are being planted as 
well as other seasonals. 

Conscience International is committed to raise the level of education, train for employ-
able skills, feed the hungry, bring as many as we can out of poverty and encourage suc-
ceeding generations to follow the lead. Will you help?

Each year, Richard Sarker and his wife, Dr. Mary Ann Sarker, personally prepare and cater 
a mouth-watering Bangladesh dinner for donors in Pennsylvania in order to raise funds 
to help support Conscience International’s projects in Bangladesh. 

This year’s sumptuous feast included samosas (baked vegetarian pastries), Chicken Korma 
(boneless chicken breast in a creamy sauce with onion, fresh ginger, cumin and exotic 
spices), Pulao rice (Basmati rice with aromatic spices), clay-oven baked Naan bread, 
jumbo shrimp and string beans simmered with fragrant spices, mixed vegetable curry, 
tropical fruit salad, ice cream and Bangladeshi hot tea. The donors said thank you with a 
$12,000 contribution.

Bangladesh is among the most densely 
populated countries in the world with one of 
the lowest socio-economic indicators

P. O. Box 1163
Alpharetta, GA 30009 USA
http://www.conscienceinternational.org 

Please consider a donation by mail or on our secure website
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THE ROHINGYAS
A Forgotten People
Can You Imagine… some 
900,000 Muslim Rohingyas, 
a tribal people fleeing 
persecution and “ethnic 
cleansing” in their native 
Myanmar where they have lived 
since the 8th Century, forced to 
find refuge in camps scattered 
throughout Bangladesh, and 
then learning that the most 
dangerous cyclone in five 
years—Cyclone Fani-was 
bearing down on them. It 
happened in May, killing many 
in both Bangladesh and India.

Recognizing their desperate 
need, it was even more heart-
breaking when Richard Sarker 
met a little girl who insisted 
on taking him to the humble 
hut where her parents and 
four siblings were existing (see 
photo at right). Their story 
was like so many others—their 
home in Myanmar was burned 
by the military, they were 
tortured and forced to leave 
the country with nothing—not 
even personal belongings.

The biggest need shows on 
their faces—hunger—and the 
desperation of losing hope; 
mothers with children and 
so little to feed them. Little 
boys rushing into the streets 
pleading for food and showing 
they have ration cards which 
should qualify them to receive 
it. But there is never enough.

Conscience International has 
been to the Rohingya refugee 
camps five times within 
the past year, distributing 
truckloads of food each time. 

Can you Imagine?….

These are the Faces of Hunger and Despair

Rohingya boys from Myanmar showing ration cards and begging for food, Kupatalong Refugee 
Camp, Ukia District, Bangladesh

Conscience International photos

Mothers and children, many of them on their own, struggle to survive in harsh conditions. 
Feeding their children is a key concern. 

The young girl in the pink print dress insisted that Richard meet her family. With no jobs for 
refugees, survival is a daily concern. Conscience International is delivering truckloads of food 
to the camps.


