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Shealy, a recent graduate of the University 
of Georgia in Athens, Georgia, USA, headed 
to Athens, Greece in July to welcome weary
refugees who are fleeing wars and 
persecution in their home countries. 

“Our new arrivals holding area is only 
meant to hold one hundred people, but due 
to special cases some two hundred have had 
to stay in this area for more than two 
months for lack of room elsewhere, Shealy 
reports. “We have been trying to house the 
new arrivals as quickly as possible, but boats 
keep coming in and we can only house about 
100-150 a day.” New POCs (people of
concern, the camp’s name for refugees) are
taken first to orientation before going to the
new arrivals hall where Shealy and other

team members give them a sleeping mat, 
sleeping bag, and backpack containing 
clothes and toiletries.

Shealy Smith serving others in the Moria 
Refugee Camp, Lesbos, Greece

Most of the boats in the past month have 
been Afghani people, but lately there have 
been boats of people from Syria, Algeria, 
and Gambia, Shealy noted. “There are a 
handful of families who come, but it seems 
that most are single men and an overflow of 
minors (usually age 14-17). Their families 

are hoping to get them to Europe for better 
opportunities as well as removing them from 
the risk of being recruited by terrorist 
groups,” she said.

“I asked one minor, Esanullah, how he was 
doing and he said he was sad because he had 
just spoken by phone with his mother and he 
misses her so much. His mother and the rest 
of his family are in Afghanistan. He doesn't 
know if he will ever see them again.

“I was teaching another minor, Mukhlas, 
some English words when he asked me how
to say the word "die" in English. He told me 
his mother and siblings had died in his home 
country and that he had come to Moria 
alone.”

Even though so many people in camp have 
seen so much atrocity and been through very 
difficult times due to war in their home 
countries, or other forms of persecution, 
Shealy oftentimes sees a different face when 
they come to new arrivals.

“I see families smiling and children playing, 
minors laughing, friends sharing a meal. 
Even in times of great difficulty and 
hardship, they still smile. They still have 
hope. They are happy to be alive.” 

Report from Greece:

10,000 Refugees Now in Moria Camp Alone—More 
on the Way, But Still They Arrive with Hope
Conscience International’s project 
representative in Greece, Shealy Smith, 
reported that there are now 10,000 persons 
in the Moria camp on the island of Lesbos, 
the most since 2015. Fourteen boats carrying 
499 people landed on shore in mid-August, 
the first stop on an unforeseeable future. 
They arrive shaken and uncertain, but they 
also arrive with hope.
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TURKEY 
Children Suffer the Most—
Dealing with Disabilities in a 
Refugee Camp  

 

This is Kenana. She is a refugee 

 

She suffers from diabetes and kidney 
failure. Time may be running out for 
this little girl. 

 

   

  
This is Yusuf. He is a refugee 

 

He suffers from a bone disability 
and cancer of the blood 

All photo credits this issue: Conscience 
International  

 

This beautiful 7-year-old has already seen 
more of war and loss in her home country 
of Syria than anyone should see in a 
lifetime—much less one so young and 
vulnerable. Add the fact she suffers from 
diabetes and kidney failure, a terrific 
blow to a family that must eke out an 
existence in a hardship environment of a 
refugee camp in Hatay, Turkey/ 

Four years ago she, her mother, father, 
and two sisters, were fortunate enough to 
escape the Syrian war together as a 
family, but now their future is uncertain. 

Kenana’s physical conditions are 
affecting her ability to walk, so 
Conscience International has provided 
her with a stroller (easier for her mother 
to transport her) and a tricycle so Kenana 
can work on building strength in her legs 
by pedaling.  But she needs dialysis, and 
time is critical. As a refugee, her father 
has no job. 

She has been receiving regular treatment 
for diabetes in Adana—100 miles away 
from camp, a difficult journey. But the 
medical facilities in Adana are not 
equipped to treat kidney failure, so 
Matthew Coley, Conscience International 
Program Director for Prosthetics and 
Rehabilitation, is working with his team 
to move Kenana and her family to 
Ankara—300 miles away from camp, 
where Kenana can get proper treatment, 
and her father can hopefully find a job.      

 

When the bombs began to drop, Raad 
grabbed 5-year-old Yusuf, his youngest 
son, and miraculously escaped when their 
home in Hamah, Syria was hit during the 
shattering war that appears to have no 
end. Raad’s wife and four other children 
were not so fortunate. They were killed. 

Fleeing for their lives, Raad and Yusuf 
headed north, struggling through the 
long, painful, difficult journey, hoping to 
find a place free of the constant sound of 
bombs and guns.  The sad and lonely trek 
brought them to Hatay, Turkey—to a 
refugee camp. They have been existing 
there for the past six years. 

The woes of war—loss of family, loss of 
home, loss of country, are devastating 
enough, but the heartbreak for Raad and 
Yusuf goes far beyond the carnage of 
conflict. 

Now 11 years old, Yusuf‘s bones are not 
developing properly, and the on-going 
mental anguish of losing his mother and 
siblings continues to haunt. Raad must 
carry his son routinely to Adana for 
medical treatment when food and the 
basics of life are already hard to come by.  
But that’s not all. Yusuf has also been 
diagnosed with cancer of the blood.  

Conscience International has provided a 
wheelchair for Yusuf, but that is only a 
start. So much more is needed, especially 
for life in a refugee camp and a future 
that is so unpredictable.  

Kenana’s story     Yusuf’s story 

usuf’s story 
 

 

 

 

Matthew Coley, at right, with 
refugees who have just 
received free wheelchairs from 
Conscience International 
thanks to donors like you.   
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Responding to the Eruption 
of the Fuego Volcano
Covered in ash, with ground temperatures 
burning their shoes, our team has been in 
Guatemala twice this year helping in the 
search and recovery of those missing or 
killed after Fuego exploded, covering the 
surrounding area for many miles with 
ash, mud, and boulders.

Kenny Phillips, Project Manager for 
Guatemala, and Dr. James Jennings, 
President, worked primarily in San 
Miguel de Los Lotes, located at the foot 
of the mountain where lava flow 
destroyed the village.  Those who 
survived shared horrific stories of escape 
and deaths of family members.

Most heart-warming was a photo found 
in the lava area and identified by a 
daughter as that of her mother.  Both 
daughter and mother had survived. 

Dr. Jennings at the site of the destroyed 
village of San Miguel de Los Lotes.  

Conscience International has 
been working in Guatemala for a 
number of years helping to 
provide vocational education and 
agricultural training. 

For more on Guatemala go to
www.conscienceinternational.org/
news

Children displaced by the volcano eruption 

A family who managed to escape but lost their 
home.

Now Conscience International is moving 
ahead with plans to build emergency 
shelters for those who lost homes, 
followed by a program to build 
permanent housing for volcano victims.

A suitable plot of land near Escuintla has 
been identified for the housing project 
and an architect has been hired.

A team supervised by Contractor Russ 
Johnson is in Flores, Guatemala 
assembling an emergency shelter using a 
new Flexystems method.

Conscience International has been 
searching for years for an emergency 
shelter that can be quickly and 
inexpensively constructed. Thanks to a 
donor, we believe we may have found it.

First responders searching for bodies

Spreading Out and Doing 
More—Taking Prosthetics 
to Guatemala
Conscience International is stepping up 
its Prosthetics and Rehabilitation 
program that it launched last year with 
Matthew Coley, Program Director, 
returning to Guatemala to continue the 
work he started there in cooperation with 
the LifeNabled Prosthetics clinic. (See 
Spring, 2018 newsletter for story). 

Following weeks of work in Turkey 
fitting devices to those who lost limbs in 
the war in Syria, Matthew flew to Flores, 
Guatemala in September to provide free 
prosthetic and orthotic devices to 
amputees there —many due to congenital 
birth defects, traumatic accidents, snake 
bites, diabetes and infection.

The next prosthetics workshop in 
Guatemala will be in February, 2019

A prosthetic leg for a little boy in Guatemala 
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Bangladesh Update 
When Richard Sarker’s granddaughter read
about Sreamoni and Wilson (See Summer ’18 
newsletter) she went to her closet at her home 
in America and pulled out her prettiest dresses.
She asked Richard, Conscience International 
Program Director for SE Asia, to take the 
clothes to Sreamoni in Shambhuganj, the 
village where Conscience International has 
created ways to help widows earn a living, 
built a school, and added a nutrition program.

Richard added to his granddaughter’s gift by 
purchasing clothes for Wilson—simple acts of 
kindness that brightened the day for two 
children who had already faced so many 
family tragedies in the space of just a few 
weeks-- the worst of which was the loss of 
both parents (their mother killed by lightening) 
and their father (killed in a bus accident while 
seeking a job in another town).  

Currently, they are living with their 
grandparents (pictured), all four sleeping in 
one bed. But Sreamoni and Wilson will not be 
living there for long. Their grandparents are 
too poor to support two growing children. So 
Sreamoni and Wilson will go to an orphanage 
as soon as a place, space, and funding to 
support them become available.  

Their future may be uncertain for now, but 
Conscience International will continue to
monitor their progress and welfare 

If you would like to donate to help these 
children build a new life of hopefulness, 
contributions in any amount will help.  You 
can donate on our secure website or by mail. 

It has been just over a year since the mass 
exodus of Rohingya Muslims from their 
home in Myanmar, where the minority 
group has lived since the 8th Century, to 
neighboring Bangladesh, fleeing from the 
military slaughter that has already killed 
thousands, according to media reports.  Now 
some 900,000 are settled in a web of camps 
with little support for the basics of life—
food being the most critical essential.

Seeing the desperate need, Conscience 
International has returned to the Kutupalong 
camp at Cox’s Bazar for the fifth time with 
truckloads of food for the hungry.

Using persistence as his guide, a mandate 
instilled by Conscience International 
President Dr. James Jennings when he 
founded the organization in 1991, Richard 
Sarker, Program Director for SE Asia, faced 
cancelled flights, re-routing, military delays, 
camp rule changes, hours of negotiations, 
pleas to permit entry to the camp—and rain 
and floods, but still made it in time to 
connect with the arriving cargo and begin 
food distribution.

That routine is typical for NGOs, just as 
rain, mud, disease, hunger, and so many 
other insufferable living conditions are 
routine for people who have lost homes, 
family and country.

The stories are many among the newly 
arrived, but discrimination is not new to 
the Rohingya who have had to abscond 
with virtually the clothes on their backs 
in crisis after crisis in Myanmar.  The 
government does not recognize them as 
citizens, nor even as a people.

They are homeless and stateless. The UN 
has condemned the reported atrocities in 
Myanmar as “ethnic cleansing.”

Conscience International is 
committed to do what it can to 
ease the suffering where it can, 
but we need your support. Will 
you help us bring food to these 
people by donating in any 
amount? All contributions are 
tax-deductible.

P. O. Box 1163
Alpharetta, GA 30009

Persecuted in Their Native Country of Myanmar, Suffering 
in a Refugee Camp in Bangladesh, the Rohingya are Without 
Home or Country
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Shealy, a recent graduate of the University 
of Georgia in Athens, Georgia, USA, headed 
to Athens, Greece in July to welcome weary
refugees who are fleeing wars and 
persecution in their home countries. 

“Our new arrivals holding area is only 
meant to hold one hundred people, but due 
to special cases some two hundred have had 
to stay in this area for more than two 
months for lack of room elsewhere, Shealy 
reports. “We have been trying to house the 
new arrivals as quickly as possible, but boats 
keep coming in and we can only house about 
100-150 a day.” New POCs (people of
concern, the camp’s name for refugees) are
taken first to orientation before going to the
new arrivals hall where Shealy and other

team members give them a sleeping mat, 
sleeping bag, and backpack containing 
clothes and toiletries.

Shealy Smith serving others in the Moria 
Refugee Camp, Lesbos, Greece

Most of the boats in the past month have 
been Afghani people, but lately there have 
been boats of people from Syria, Algeria, 
and Gambia, Shealy noted. “There are a 
handful of families who come, but it seems 
that most are single men and an overflow of 
minors (usually age 14-17). Their families 

are hoping to get them to Europe for better 
opportunities as well as removing them from 
the risk of being recruited by terrorist 
groups,” she said.

“I asked one minor, Esanullah, how he was 
doing and he said he was sad because he had 
just spoken by phone with his mother and he 
misses her so much. His mother and the rest 
of his family are in Afghanistan. He doesn't 
know if he will ever see them again.

“I was teaching another minor, Mukhlas, 
some English words when he asked me how
to say the word "die" in English. He told me 
his mother and siblings had died in his home 
country and that he had come to Moria 
alone.”

Even though so many people in camp have 
seen so much atrocity and been through very 
difficult times due to war in their home 
countries, or other forms of persecution, 
Shealy oftentimes sees a different face when 
they come to new arrivals.

“I see families smiling and children playing, 
minors laughing, friends sharing a meal. 
Even in times of great difficulty and 
hardship, they still smile. They still have 
hope. They are happy to be alive.” 
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doing and he said he was sad because he had 
just spoken by phone with his mother and he 
misses her so much. His mother and the rest 
of his family are in Afghanistan. He doesn't 
know if he will ever see them again.

“I was teaching another minor, Mukhlas, 
some English words when he asked me how
to say the word "die" in English. He told me 
his mother and siblings had died in his home 
country and that he had come to Moria 
alone.”

Even though so many people in camp have 
seen so much atrocity and been through very 
difficult times due to war in their home 
countries, or other forms of persecution, 
Shealy oftentimes sees a different face when 
they come to new arrivals.

“I see families smiling and children playing, 
minors laughing, friends sharing a meal. 
Even in times of great difficulty and 
hardship, they still smile. They still have 
hope. They are happy to be alive.” 
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