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REBUILDING HOUSES IN HAITI—ONE FAMILY AT A TIME                                                     FALL, 2017 

The day began with a massive 8.1 

earthquake in the Pacific offshore from 
Chiapas and Oaxaca, Mexico.  It 
continued with historic hurricane Irma 
moving through the Caribbean, 
striking Cuba and heading for Florida.  
Millions of people were forced to flee.  
These dramatic events followed only 
days after record flooding in Houston, 
Texas and along the Gulf Coast of the 
United States.  For many of these 
people, their lives are one disaster 
after another.  They need help.  
Fortunately for those in America, there 
are enormous resources to assist the 
victims, including government aid, 
insurance coverage, millions of small 
donors and multitudes of volunteer aid 
workers. 
 

Meanwhile, in other countries, some of 
the most desperate and needy people 
on earth are fleeing wars and natural 
disasters without any protection or 
aid.  Many live under powerless and 
often hostile governments.  Disease is 

rampant and resources are few.  
Helping out in critical moments is the 
role of Conscience International.  Here 
are some of our current activities: 

BANGLADESH—Conscience 

International SE Asia Program Director 
Richard Sarker is returning this month to 
Bangladesh to respond to the Rohingya 
refugee emergency and the disastrous 
floods.  In Shambhughanj, Richard is 
supervising the building of an addition to 
the school we previously constructed.  It 
has 186 students, but many others want 
to attend and cannot.  The childhood 
nutrition program at Shambhughanj is 
continuing, with support from churches 
in the US. 

Expulsion of some 300,000 Rohingya 
Muslims by the armed forces of 
Myanmar has forced families to flee 
across rivers and swamps to incredibly 
poor refugee camps in Bangladesh.  
Richard will work with in-country 
partners to help meet the emergency 
needs of this refugee population.   

 

 

 

 

Floods throughout Bangladesh during 
August and September destroyed 
towns, uprooted crops, and made many 
families homeless.  More than 1,000 
deaths are recorded.  As in past years, 
Conscience International has provided 
funds to help purchase seed corn for 
farmers who have lost their crops, 
without which their families will starve 
within months.  In large parts of 
Bangladesh many people live below the 
poverty line of $1.90 per day. 
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ETHIOPIA—Conscience 

International’s ongoing Spinal Surgery 
Mission in Addis Ababa, led by Dr. Ted 
Belanger from the Texas Back Institute, 
is now raising funds to return for the 
seventh year to perform operations on 
what will be their hundredth patient.  
The highly technical surgeries have 
straightened spines and restored 
mobility to an average of twenty 
children and teenagers each year for the 
past seven years 

TURKEY—Conscience International 

has been working to assist Syrian 
refugees in so-called “Squatter Camps” 
in Turkey for several years.  These are 
unofficial camps of up to 200 people 
who have no government or 
international aid.  So far we have worked 
in seven camps in Western Turkey and 
four in the Southeast of the country near 
the Syrian border.  Our teams have 
provided canvas tarpaulins for shelter, 
food, water, and clothing, and have 
helped hook up electricity lines for lights 
and basic services. 

 

 

 

 

IRAQ—The ongoing war in Iraq, 

especially the conflict in Mosul, have left 
an estimated 400 children without lower 
limbs, some as young as four months 
old.  Conscience International’s 
Prosthetic Rehabilitation Program in 
Iraq is headed by Matthew Coley, a 
former Navy Medical Corpsman.  He has 
lived in Erbil, North Iraq (Kurdistan) for 
for the past the past five months, where 
he delivers wheelchairs and walkers to 
victims in the refugee camps and is 
engaged in developing prosthetic 
devices for fitting prosthetic legs. 

 

Conscience International volunteer 
Robert Smucker is now working as 
avolunteer Logistics Coordinator to help 
restore homes and churches devastated 
by ISIS fanatics near Mosul, Iraq.  Eight 
Christian towns were destroyed and 
totally depopulated in the nearby 
Nineveh Plains.  A number of ancient 
monasteries were also targeted and 
dynamited.  Now, following the 
recapture of Mosul, many persecuted 
Christians are returning to find their 
homes in ruins.  Robert is working with a 
partner agency there to help families 
reoccupy their homes. 

VIETNAM—Efforts are also underway 

to continue support for an orphanage in 
Cu Chi, where Conscience International 
SE Asia Program Director Richard Sarker 
visited in mid-2017 [?] to provide food 
for [XXX] children.  

 

 

 

 

 

UGANDA—In a new effort, 

Conscience International is working with 
Mbarara Regional Hospital, Uganda to 
ship a container of much needed 
medical supplies.  There are four smaller 
hospitals in the city, including the 
municipal clinic, which is overcrowded 
and under-equipped.  On a typical day 
the clinic serves hundreds of AIDS 
patients, alongside many pregnant 
women, nursing mothers, and infants.  
Yet the clinic has a very small staff and 
almost no equipment and supplies.   

During December in Kampala, 
Conscience International will sponsor, 
along with Richmont Graduate School of 
Counseling, a trauma training workshop 
for those in the helping professions.  The 
workshop is especially designed to train 
staff members of orphanages, aid 
workers, and teachers at schools for 
refugees.  One of the greatest unmet 
needs in any disaster is follow-up 
counseling for post-traumatic stress 
victims.  PTSD has a very destructive 
impact and creates an enormous social 
cost in the wake of every disaster. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HAITI—Conscience International’s 

team leader for Haiti is Kenny Phillips, 
who has been engaged for the past nine 
months in replacing roofs for those 
families whose homes were damaged in 
last year’s Hurricane Matthew.  The 
teams have roofed twenty-five homes, 
making them habitable again.  In 
September and October Kenny will lead 
his fourth team to villages in the vicinity 
of Les Cayes and Camp Perrin.  

 

MEXICO—On September 8 the 

strongest earthquake in 100 years struck 
the coastal areas of Oaxaca and Chiapas, 
Mexico.  It was stronger than the 1985 
earthquake that killed 10,000 people.  
Kenny Phillips is now leading a team 
from Fort Walton Beach, Florida to 
respond to the immediate needs of the 
destroyed towns along the coast, 
including Juchitan and Arriga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREECE—The great European Migrant 

Crisis of 2015-16 is continuing, despite 
the fact that it has dropped from the 
headlines.  So long as wars and 
repression continue in many countries in 
the Middle East and Africa, people are 
naturally seeking to emigrate, many to 
Europe.  Today, in the Fall of 2017, there 
are still frequent reports of people 
drowning in the Mediterranean.  Up to 
200 people a week arrive in rubber rafts 
on Lesbos Island, Greece, many coming 
from war-torn Syria via Turkey.  Our 
staff on the island is there to help these 
people.   

 

 Conscience International has 
been working at Moria, the largest 
migrant and refugee camp in Greece, for 
two and a half years.  Jeremy Holloman 
directs Conscience International’s 
refugee assistance program in Greece, 
working first at Skala Skamniros and 
now serving as one of the key 
administrators at the giant Moria Camp.  
He has been living there with his 
family—his wife Marianna and two 
boys—for the last eighteen months, with 
his important work continuing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JORDAN—Conscience International 

sponsored a three person team to 
Jordan during the Spring of 2017.  Our 
teams have worked in Jordan 
intermittently over many years, using 
Amman as a base for work in Iraq from 
1998-2008, and more recently for 
delivering aid to Iraqi and Syrian 
refugees, including at the giant Al-Zaatri 
refugee camp. 

CONGO—Plans are now underway to 

implement another of Conscience 
International’s pioneering trauma 
counseling workshops, designed to train 
workers in the helping professions, 
including aid workers, orphanage staff, 
nurses and public health (AIDS) 
counselors, church workers, and others.  
The workshop is planned for Goma, 
Eastern Congo, where effects of nearly a 
quarter century of war have devastated 
the society in unbelievable ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Around the World With Conscience International 

 

James E. Jennings in Turkey 

                 
Matthew Coley in Iraq 

  Dr. Ted Belanger in Ethiopia   

 

Kenny Phillips, far right, in Mexico 

 

 

Richard Sarker in Bangladesh 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 1163 

44 Milton Ave. Suite 122 

Alpharetta, GA 30009 USA 

Phone: 770-599-7183 

www.conscienceinternational.org 

Conscience International is a 501-c-3 

non-profit organization. Donations are 

tax-deductible 

 

 

 

http://www.conscienceinternational.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

  

 



  

 

  

  

 


