
From Vietnam: 
“THANK YOU FOR LOVING OUR COUNTRY!”

Following the massive series of seasonal monsoons that hit central Vietnam in October and November, 
2020, Conscience International activated a team of young volunteers from Cu Chi, near Ho Chi Minh 
City (formerly Saigon), to go to the rescue at Kontum.  They wrote back with a glowing report, “Thank 

you for loving our country!”

But, I wondered, how can anybody love an entire country? No one can! It’s too big a task for any person, 
group, or nation. We can, however, love individuals, especially in a country like Vietnam where the United 
States was for so long engaged in a destructive war.  A few years ago I met a woman in Cu Chi, who was about 
50 years old, and asked her if she remembered the war. “Oh yes,” she said.  “I was a child when the B-52s 
bombed the tunnels near our home.” She showed me the shrapnel scars in her side. Even if we could not pre-
vent wounding a child, we could still help her today by providing food, shelter, and bedding for her family, as 
we did.  So, it is indeed possible to love Vietnam by loving its people, even after all these years.  

The same is true for the other countries where Conscience International teams work.  Our teams are imple-
menting similar interventions in Guatemala and Honduras, where there were two major hurricanes and a rise 
in Covid-19, and in Venezuela where the entire country’s economy has collapsed, leaving people without food 
or even access to food.  

Thank you for loving the countries we serve by loving the people in them! Please continue your support for 
Conscience International in any way you can.
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VENEZUELA: Feeding the hungry in Venezuela is especially key during Covid-19.  There is still 
an enormous need in this country where the entire population is suffering from deprivation 
under a collapsed economy.  
Even those who were able 
to make infrequent trips to 
the border to buy food and 
essentials, now find getting 
there especially difficult. 
Conscience International 
and its partner network has 
provided basic humanitar-
ian needs to several towns 
while supporting local 
health systems and allowing 
first responders and health 
professionals save lives. At 
Christmas time, we were 
able to bring smiles and 
hope to 539 hungry families 
in 10 locations. 

Preparing relief gifts for the mountain  
people of Kontum

Cleaning away mud after hurricanes in 
Honduras and Guatemala

Venezuela

VIETNAM: When the monsoon floods came to 
the central mountains last fall, a group of young 
people in Cu Chi felt compelled to do something to 
help the people of Kontum. It wouldn’t be easy—
getting there meant nearly impassable roads, heavy 
rains, guarded road blocks, but they had hearts of 
genuine love to share. They called on their friends 
to contribute things like tooth brushes and paste, 
candies, snacks, used or new clothing, warm socks, 
but they had no funds to travel or to fuel hungry 
stomachs.  Conscience International stepped up 
and sent funding to our trusted partners in Cu Chi 
so these young people could fulfill their dreams to 
help others. They made their way to Kontum with 
sugar, soy and fish sauce, salt, cooking oil, rice, 
noodles—and kettles for cooking. As they made 
their way home, they passed other villages in dire 
need.  By the time they returned to Cu Chi, they 
had helped 200 families!

GUATEMALA and HON  -
DURAS: First there was 
Covid-19 and then 
came Hurricanes IOTA 
and ETA.  Conscience 
International and our 
partners recruited 
some 60 volunteers 
who helped clear away 
mud in coastal Hon-
duras so relief boxes 
could be delivered. 
Collection centers in 
both countries were 
established, providing 
400 meals twice a day 
for eight days and cre-
ating a distribution chain to send essential items to low-access, low-income communities. More 
than 6000 pounds of food and supplies were purchased and delivered to people in Coban and Alta 
Verapaz, Guatemala, including Chicoyou, a village close to Coban that was cut off due to flooding 
and mudslides, and to San Pedro Sula, Honduras.  The coordinated efforts resulted in emergency 
assistance to more than 2000 people. 


